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The Order was signed January 6, 1908, and under its pro-
visions Colonel Goethals assumed the autocratic powers
which he exercised without opposition till the completion
of the work. In the narrative in Scribnfir's Magazine, from
which I have quoted above, Colonel Goethals spoke of the
effect of the Order:

"Now that the Canal is in operation, I doubt if this re-
sult could have been accomplished in any other way than
by a single responsible head. This President Roosevelt
realized the first time I met him, and I have consequently
felt that to this Order and to the support given to me in
carrying it out are due the results that have been attained."

In that view I concur absolutely, for I was present on
the Isthmus when this and other similar acts, "backing up
the Colonel a.t all points," were performed by President
Roosevelt and I know from personal observation that with-
out them the canal would not have been built in anything
like the time in which it was.

An incident which occurred immediately following the
election of Mr. Wilson to the Presidency illustrated the su-
preme value of Roosevelt's support to Colonel Goethals,
The old opposition forces in the Commission got together
immediately with a new member who had been sent down
by Secretary Bryan, and questioned the absolute authority
which Colonel Goethals had been and was still exercising.
They asked him where he got it, and when he replied that
it came from the Executive Order of January 6, 1908, they
declared that he exceeded the powers conferred in that.
He admitted it, but added that President Roosevelt had said
to him that he gave him all the powers that he could in that
Order but that if he wanted more power, to exercise it and
he (Roosevelt) would approve his acts. When they charged
that such action was illegal, the Colonel called their atten-
tion to the fact that all of President Roosevelt's acts in
reference to the canal had been approved by Congress and
President Wilson in the new Canal Act for the operation
of the canal, and hence had been made lawful.